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Dedication 

 

 

Glory to God 

 

Who provided my loving and understanding wife  

Who provided children who love Him 

Who provided parents who love Him 

Who provided the encouragement of the local church 

Who loved a poor sinner like me 

Whose name is above all 

 

And is my all in all. 

 

 

 

 

 

This document discusses the historic Christian doctrines of election and predestination from a 

layman’s perspective. It should not be taken as the official position or creed of any  Christian 

denomination.  

 

 

 

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.” 
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Forward 

 

If "the heart of holiness is humility," then Dan Quakkelaar is a truly holy man.  I have interacted 

with Dan in a variety of contexts--casual social occasions, a men's Bible Study, a training course 

for church officers and adult Sunday School classes among others--and I've been continually 

impressed that Dan never seeks to impress others with his knowledge and erudition.  Instead, 

he always appears as a genuine seeker of God's truth; a man who asks good questions in a 

sincere desire to grow as a follower of Jesus Christ.  As you will see in God's Choice, Dan is 

impressive in his knowledge of God's truth and in his ability to communicate it clearly.  In 

contrast to the caricature of Calvinists as uncaring intellectuals, he is a modern reflection of the 

seal of Geneva:  a crimson heart over an open Bible.  Dan's passion for the Triune God 

compels him to plumb the depths of His revealed truth.  As he has come to understand what 

Scripture teaches, Dan is bold to proclaim it without apology but also without arrogance.  I 

challenge you to deal seriously with this apologetic for the doctrine of Election, especially if you 

are unconvinced as you begin Dan's book.  If you would be a humble seeker of God's truth, 

read and search the Scriptures Dan cites to "see if what (Dan) said was true" (Acts 17: 11).  

Like the Bereans, I'm convinced that an honest wrestling with this teaching will lead you to 

affirm the glorious truth Dan proclaims. 

  

I have been an ordained Teaching Elder in a Reformed local church almost all of the past 35 

years.  Dan is the layman who has most impressed me in his quest for Truth and in his 

commitment to live that Truth.  Not only does his writing reflect that commitment, his 

relationships do as well.  "Orthopraxis" was a buzz word in the 1970s and 80s (particularly 

among theological liberals).  Though it often was trumpeted in order to disparage orthodox belief 

in favor of rootless social action, there is strong biblical warrant for orthopraxis.  Our practice 

should reflect our profession (cf. Matthew 7:21).  We all fall short of orthopraxis (and Dan is the 

first to admit it), but Dan's greatest struggles involve the tension between Christ's call and his 

own inconsistent response.  He is one of the few people in my experience who acutely 

experiences that tension, confesses his sin consistently (and often publicly) and seeks God's 

help to live a life pleasing in His sight.  

 

This book is an attempt by a forgiven sinner to share with other forgiven sinners the matchless 

grace of the One who is the Author and Finisher of our faith.  Be assured that Dan doesn't think 

for a minute that he has "arrived."  Instead, this is a manual for fellow pilgrims who want to 
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continue their journey with authenticity and integrity. 

 

Soli deo Gloria, 

Dr. Dave Dorst 

The Villages, Florida 
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Introduction 

 

 

This book is not meant to be divisive, but I fear it will be taken that way.  After all, the church has 

argued over the doctrine of election from shortly after its inception at the time of the apostles.  

This argument divided the church and caused brothers in Christ from each side to burn each 

other at the stake.  In our time, we see the same thing taking a less bloody form – refusal to 

fellowship with one another.  This is not the goal of this document.   

 

Scripture teaches that there are reasons to refuse to fellowship.  For instance, if a person who 

professes to be a Christian persists in immoral behavior, he should be refused fellowship.  Such 

issues can be complex and difficult to resolve.  Breaking fellowship over false doctrine has a 

simpler standard, and has to do with confessing the Lordship and Divinity of Jesus Christ and 

belief in His resurrection.

1

 

 

Salvation – brotherhood – results from our common faith, not complete doctrinal agreement.  

The thief on the cross did not understand even the most basic of doctrines, yet we will meet him 

in eternity.  The standards for breaking fellowship with another Christian hardly ever rest in 

doctrinal differences, but instead rest mostly in immoral behavior.  If this is the standard of 

Scripture, then it must be our standard as well.  Disbelief in the doctrine of election as described 

in this book should never cause division among believers. 

 

So, then why write the book and risk dividing believers?  Does belief in the doctrine of election 

affect your salvation?  The immediate answer «³±² be ¬­.  Absolutely not.  The doctrine itself 

establishes the only standard for salvation: God’s eternal election from the foundation of the 

world.  The evidence of salvation – faith – grows in every one of the elect before their earthly 

death.  So, why stir up trouble by describing the doctrine as is done in this book?  The answer is 

simple: to glorify God, and understand the true condition of man.  We study Scripture to 

understand His doctrines as He intended us to understand them, and thereby learn to glorify 

him and enjoy him.  Understanding doctrine is perhaps the greatest goal of the Christian.  

                                                

1

Romans 10:9; “because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 


